
PALAU ON ALERT WITH NEW 2019 CORONAVIRUS (nCoV) OUTBREAK IN CHINA
January 23, 2020

KEY POINTS:
• Novel (new) coronavirus strain identified in Wuhan City, China on January 7, 2020. 

• Over 500 cases and 17 related deaths confirmed in China; cases also confirmed in Thailand, Japan, 
Taiwan, South Korea, and the United States; suspected case in Australia. 

• Travel restrictions imposed by Wuhan, China; several countries have begun screening direct flights 
from Wuhan, China. 

• No direct flights from Wuhan, China to Palau, but MOH and border control agencies to conduct 
screening at airport and seaport for symptomatic passengers with travel history to Wuhan, China.  

On January 7, 2020, the Chinese authorities identified a novel coronavirus (nCoV) was the cause 
for pneumonia cases reported on December 31, 2019, in Wuhan City, China.  Since then, there have 
been over 500 confirmed cases and 17 related deaths in China.  Other countries including Thailand, 
Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, and the United States have also confirmed cases of coronavirus of 
passengers who had been in Wuhan, China.

Although there are no direct flights to Palau from Wuhan, the Ministry of Health and border control 
agencies will start screening all arriving flights for symptomatic passengers who have travel history 
through the outbreak affected areas.   

Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold 
to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV).  The virus is spread between people through the air by coughing 
and sneezing, skin to skin contact, and physical contact with infected surfaces.

Common signs of infection include  fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing difficulties. In 
severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure, and 
even death.
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Everyone is encouraged to practice preventive measures such as regular hand washing, covering 
your mouth with a tissue or the upper-sleeve of your shirt when you're coughing and sneezing, and 
avoiding close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such as coughing and 
sneezing.

The Ministry of Health will continue to monitor the outbreak and advise the public on any 
developments.  For more information about the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) and other infectious 
diseases, contact the Communicable Disease Unit (CDU) at 488-2450.
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