

[image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



[image: ]                              [image: C:\Users\idavies\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\878EFEC6.tmp]	                                

Joint Press Release 
With support from USAID, UNICEF donates 77 solar powered refrigerators to the Ministry of Health and Sanitation to strengthen the cold chain system

Freetown, 14 December 2021 – Working collaboratively to strengthen the cold chain system of the country’s Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) and reduce infant and under-five mortality rates in Sierra Leone, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Sierra Leone, with support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), today handed over 77 solar powered refrigerators to the Ministry of Health and Sanitation. 
These solar powered refrigerators will be distributed to several Peripheral Health Units across the country to strengthen the cold chain system and boost immunization coverage of children under five.  
Sierra Leone launched a nationwide roll out of COVID-19 vaccines on 22 March 2021. Since
then, as of 26 November 2021, 16% of the eligible population have received at least one dose. Almost 9% of the adult population is fully vaccinated. A total of 699,983 people (16% of 4,283,367 eligible population >18 years) have received at least 1 dose of vaccines; and a total of 376,386 people have been fully vaccinated (4.54% of the total population or 8.79% of the target population > 18 years).
“This donation helps to ensure the provision of consistent and reliable power which holds great potential to expand and improve health care delivery in Sierra Leone. I want to sincerely appreciate USAID and UNICEF for the good gesture.” said Dr. Austin Demby, Minister of Health and Sanitation. 
This equipment will provide conducive storage facilities for essential lifesaving vaccines and enhance the productivity and efficiency of health workers in providing adequate health care support to under-five children, especially those living in hard-to-reach areas in the country. 
The donation of these solar powered refrigerators is timely; last December Sierra Leone reported the first known cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2). As of now, there are a total of 14 cVDPV2 cases confirmed in the country. 
“The US Government is proud to partner with UNICEF to help store and bring vaccines – both COVID-19 and childhood vaccines – to the people of Sierra Leone.  Together we can save lives,” said US Ambassador to Sierra Leone, Mr. David Reimer. 

According to data collected and released in 2020 by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, Gavi and the Sabin Vaccine Institute, the provision of routine immunisation services has been substantially hindered on a global scale by the COVID-19 outbreak. Health delivery systems are overstretched, responding to the current COVID-19 outbreak, while some children have fallen behind on their immunisation schedules because some parents were unable to leave home due to movement restrictions, lack of information, or fear of infection with the COVID-19 virus.
“A sustainable immunisation programme (both for COVID-19 vaccine deployment and routine immunization), is dependent upon the availability of a standard cold chain system for effective vaccines management,” said Ms. Liv Elin Indreiten, UNICEF Representative (OIC) in Sierra Leone. 
“It is therefore critical that under-five children continue to have access to routine vaccines, which will protect them against childhood illnesses such as polio, measles, and diphtheria in order to prevent outbreaks of vaccine preventable diseases alongside the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
UNICEF will ensure the transportation and installation of this equipment to various health facilities in the country and ensure that technicians and users are trained on preventive maintenance and management.
To date, the United States has donated hundreds of thousands of COVID-19 vaccines to the Government of Sierra Leone and has supported the acceleration of vaccine deployment through support to UNICEF for risk communication and social mobilization.

With support from GAVI, UNICEF worked to provide ongoing support to Sierra Leone’s EPI programme, including through strengthening effective vaccine management practices, engaging communities to create vaccine demand, provision of additional solar refrigerators for vaccine storage and the procurement and delivery of vaccines, including during the peak period of COVID-19, when most air companies were not operating.  

ENDS
  For more information, please contact
· Harold Thomas:  +23276602460  health.education@mohs.gov.sl

· John Alieu, Public Relations Officer, Ministry of Health and Sanitation, John Tamba Allieu jallieu004@gmail.com; Tel: +23274714183 

· Alhassan Jalloh, Information Assistant, U.S. Embassy, jalloha@state.gov;  Tel: +232999105361

· Tapuwa Loreen Mutseyekwa, UNICEF Communication Specialist, tmutseyekwa@unicef.org, Tel: +23276100532
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