
 

U.S. Mission Sierra Leone 
Notice of Funding Opportunity 

 
Post-Ebola Economic Recovery 

 
 
Community organizations and small businesses in Sierra Leone are invited to submit 
proposals for funding to support the country’s economic stabilization and recovery from the 
direct effects of the Ebola outbreak.   
 
Proposals should focus on supporting communities directly impacted by the Ebola 
outbreak.  Funding may be available to two groups:  
 

(1) Non-profit organizations that will support the economic and social recovery of 
vulnerable communities. 

 
(2) New and existing small businesses that will create new employment 

opportunities. 
 

The maximum grant award is $50,000.  The period of performance will be for one year 
from October 1, 2016. 
 
Proposals will be evaluated on the following criteria: 
 

 Technical merits of the application and compliance with the application guidelines. 

 Impact on communities directly affected by the Ebola outbreak. 

 Cost-effectiveness and sustainability. 

 Capacity and contributions of the applicant. 

 Appropriate representation of women. 

 Support from local community leadership. 
 
Interested organizations should submit an application using the form available from the U.S. 
Mission. 
 
Proposals should be sent by email to freetown-econ@state.gov or delivered to: 
 
 Grants Officer 
 Economic and Commercial Section 
 U.S. Embassy, Freetown 
 
Proposals should be submitted as soon as possible, and no later than September 10, 
2016.  Earlier proposals may be given greater consideration. 
 
For additional information, please contact Mohamed Turay at 099 105 290, 099 905 074, or 
freetown-econ@state.gov. 
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U.S. Mission Sierra Leone 
Application for Funding 

 
Post-Ebola Economic Recovery 

 
 
Community organizations and small businesses in Sierra Leone are invited to submit 
proposals for funding to support the country’s economic stabilization and recovery from the 
direct effects of the Ebola outbreak.   
 
Please complete all sections, and attach additional pages as needed.   
 
ORGANIZATION:   ____________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:    ____________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: ____________________________________________________ 
 
HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL DIRECTLY BENEFIT FROM THE PROJECT? 
 
 Women _____  Men _____  Total _____ 
 
 How many of those beneficiaries are Ebola survivors?   ______ 
 
 How many of those beneficiaries are the family of Ebola victims?  ______ 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED: Le _________________ / USD _________________ 
 

The maximum award amount is $50,000 and all costs must be supported by a budget. 
 
PROJECT COORDINATOR: __________________________________________________
  

E-mail: ______________________________ Telephone: _____________________ 
 

I declare that this proposal is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.  I 
understand that the U.S. Mission can choose not to fund a proposal and that the costs 
of preparing an application and all activities that occur prior to the grant period are not 
reimbursable.  

 
 Signature: ____________________________ Date: _______________ 
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APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
Please read this carefully.  Applications must include the following components. 
 
Project Proposal (attachment a):  
 
(a) Project Summary:  Provide a concise description of the project for which you seek 

funding.  Describe the problems the project will address. 
 

(b) Impact of Ebola:  Explain how the project will support people that were impacted by 
Ebola.  Please indicate if quarantines or restrictions on movement affected the 
beneficiary community. 

 
(c) Project Categories:  

 
1. For non-profit organizations that will support the economic and social recovery of 

vulnerable communities directly impacted by Ebola:   
 

Describe the community that will benefit from the project, and the most 
important needs of the community.  Provide a timetable listing the activities 
necessary to carry out the project. 

 
2. For new and existing small businesses that will create employment opportunities:   
 

Provide a business plan.  The plan should (a) describe the product or service 
the project will offer and who will buy it; (b) discuss the feasibility and market 
potential of the business; (c) outline the steps to implement your business; and 
(d) include information about initial capital, production cost and expected profit.    

 
Describe the expected amount of income, who will receive the money, and how 
the project will account for oversight.  Explain how many full-time and part-time 
jobs the project will create, and how. 
 
Describe how the project will ensure that Ebola survivors, the family members 
of Ebola victims, or other people directly impacted by Ebola will benefit from 
income-generation activities.   

 
(d) Project Site & Location: Describe the project’s location, including the name of the village, 

chiefdom, district, and province.  Explain where the nearest large community is. 
 

(e) Sustainability of the Project:  All grant funds must be spent within one year of award.  
Explain how you will continue this project after the funding expires.  

 
(f) Community Support:  Explain if and how the community supports this project.  If 

possible, attach a letter of support from a local official.  Cost-sharing and contributions 
from the community are encouraged.  For non-profit organizations, this may include land 
and labor.  For business organizations, this may include initial start-up costs and capital. 

 
(g) Monitoring and Evaluation:  Describe how the project’s impact and effectiveness will be 

monitored and evaluated. 
 

(h) Project Applicant:  Describe the history and other work of your organization, what it has 
accomplished, and its relationship with the target community.  Indicate if your 
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organization has ever received funds from the U.S. Embassy.  If you have, please 
explain when and describe the project.  

 
(i) Unique Entity Identifier and SAM.gov:  If you request more than $25,000, provide your 

organization’s UIE number (formerly DUNS number). 
 
Detailed Budget (attachment b): Please provide a detailed, itemized budget that lists all 
materials, equipment, supplies, and services to be paid for by the project.  The budget should 
include an explanation for each item, with a direct relationship between each item and the 
project’s activities.  The budget should be stated in Leones.  If the applicant or the 
community will share any costs, please explain.  Funds generally may not be used to pay 
salary. 
 
Map & Directions to Project Site (attachment c): Please provide a map and directions 
showing how to get to your project from a major road. 
 
Plan of Construction (attachment d):  Funds are not available for construction projects.  If 
small construction is essential to achieve the project’s goals, please provide a plan, a 
drawing of the building or structure, and specifications of the materials to be used.   

 
APPLICATION REVIEW PROCEDURES 

 
PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA: 
 

1. Technical merits of the application and compliance with the application guidelines. 
 

2. Impact on communities directly impacted by the Ebola outbreak.  This may include 
economic and social recovery and/or the creation of new employment opportunities. 
 

3. Capacity and contributions (i.e. cost-sharing) of the applicant. 
 

4. Appropriate representation of women. 
 

5. Support from the local community and participation by community members. 
 

6. The project must spend Embassy funds within one year.  However, the project should 
be sustainable so that the community can derive benefits after the funding expires. 

 
7. Applicants should request no more than the Leone equivalent of $50,000. 

 
EXPECTED PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE:  October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. 

 

PROPOSAL DEADLINE:  Proposals should be submitted as soon as possible, and no 
later than September 10, 2016.  Earlier proposals may be given greater consideration.  
Funding decisions will be made in September 2016, and unfortunately very few applicants 
can receive funding. 
 

Proposals should be sent by email to freetown-econ@state.gov or delivered to the Grants 

Officer, Economic and Commercial Section, U.S. Embassy, Freetown. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Contact Mohamed Turay at 099 105 290 or 099 905 074.  

mailto:freetown-econ@state.gov

